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Do not assume content reflects current 
scientific knowledge, policies, or practices. 
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US 


CONTINUO 


Continuous Inspection 


...of fresh fruits and vegetables is a 
service conducted by the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture at terminal markets and at 
shipping points as an aid to marketing 
of these products. 


This publication has been prepared for 
potential users of the service, to answer 
questions about continuous inspection, and 
allow them to determine if it can be use- 
fully employed in their own operations. 


This program is completely voluntary. 
Packers who use it do so of their own 
choice, electing to assume its responsi- 
bilities in order to gain its merchandising 
advantages. Fruits and vegetables packed 
under continuous inspection may be iden- 
tified by this U.S. Government shield dis- 
played on each package: 


PACKED UNDER 


CONTINUOUS 
INSPECTION 
OF THE 
U.S. DEPT OF 
AGRICULTURE 


How The Program Works : 


Many types of inspection services for 
farm products are conducted by USDA -- 
each tailored to practical use in the dif- 
ferent marketing practices for different 
commodities. 


‘*Continuous Inspection’’ is a service 
that carries through to the consumer, 
giving her assurance of the wholesomeness 
and quality of the product that’s been en- 
dorsed by the Federal-State inspectors. 


A Suitable Plant ... 


This service is offered onlytopackers 
whose facilities are suited for proper 
operation of the program. A potentialuser 
must first apply for continuous inspection 
service. USDA inspectors then give his 
premises, plant, facilities and equipment 
a thorough examination for sanitation, 
cleanliness, and suitability for the service. 


Properly Operated 


If the plant is accepted for continuous 
inspection, one or more inspectors (when 


volume warrants).are assigned tothe plant. 
All products which are to be certified are 
continuously inspected throughout the 
packing operation and are inspected again 
when loaded for shipment. 


Use of the official shield or the con- 
tinuous inspection mark is not permitted 
on any products if disease or any other 
condition is found which might materially 
lessen the quality of the product before it 
reaches market. 


The resident inspector evaluates the 
quality of the produce being packed and 
authorizes the display of the ‘‘Continuous 
Inspection’’ shield on produce meeting the 
grade requirements. By the same token, 
he denies the use of the shield to produce 
which fails to come upto grade -- although 
his constant observation of the packing 
line helps him to point out promptly tothe 
plant superintendent any defects that are 
downgrading the product sothat the super- 
intendent can correct them immediately. 


Quality Grades For Consumers 


The grade standards against which the 
inspector measures quality of the produce 
are the official U.S. grades, developed by 
USDA commodity experts, or such other 
quality specifications as the Agricultural 


Marketing Service may approve. 


These U.S. grade standards may be 
either the wholesale grades available for 
130 different fresh fruits and vegetables, 
or the consumer grades now available for 
13 fruits and vegetables --beet greens, 
broccoli, brussels sprouts, carrots, 
celery, corn, cranberries, kale, parsnips, 
potatoes, spinach, tomatoes, and turnips. 
Others are developed as needed. 


The shopper in her retail food store 
reaps the benefit of this inspection pro- 
cedure. When she buys produce that wears 
the continuous inspection shield, she buys 
assurance that it has been packed under 
the careful scrutiny of qualified, impartial 
inspectors under wholly sanitary condi- 
tions. If the product also is grade label- 
ed, she is assured that the quality is 
exactly as the label states. 


Continuous Inspection Supports Itself 


At shipping points, continuous inspec- 
tion is conducted by the U. S. Department 
of Agriculture in cooperation with State 
Departments of Agriculture as a Federal- 
State service. Atterminal markets, it may 
be operated either as a Federal or 
Federal-State service. Experienced, 
trained inspectors are assigned to partici- 
pating plants. 


Since this program is self-supporting, 
users of the service agree to pay fully the 
inspector’s costs while he is assigned to 
the user’s plant and the costs of appropri- 
ate supervision of his activities. 


For Further Information, Application : 


Further information about this Con- 
tinuous Inspection Program may be obtain- 
ed by writing to the: 

€ 

Fruit and Vegetable Division 
Agricultural Marketing Service 


U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Washington 25, D. C. 


Or contact your local representative 
of the Division; offices are locatedinmost 
major markets. 


